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But at four in the afternoon I embarked in a motor car to
make the return journey to the German Headquarters. Over
and over again in the course of this journey I was held up by
mere children who demanded authority for my passage. There
were endless delays, and finally at six in the evening, when near
to Kreuzburg, an impish-looking boy, but possessed of a nice
sense of humour, refused me any further passage and indicated
that he would take possession of the motor car. At the point of
the rifle I was ordered to alight, while he examined the Armistice.
Neither the lad nor his companions could speak French and I
possessed but a smattering of Polish. They retired with the
document to a hut of branches erected by themselves and left
me without escort for a moment on the road. I seized this
opportunity to jump to the wheel of the car and to drive on amid
a hail of ill-aimed bullets. We drove on and returned in safety
to the German lines.

The German Commissioner received me very cordially. I
picked up my chauffeur, and as I was departing the Com-
missioner reminded me again of my pledge to procure a British
brigade. Towards midnight I arrived in Oppcln and immedi-
ately made my report at the Presidency and then returned to the
British Commissioner.

He appeared to be pleased indeed with what I had achieved.
Next morning while the Commission sat I was ordered to appear
before it and to report. General Le Rond seemed much annoyed
with what 1 had done, and I was told flatly that the presence of
a British brigade was not desired and that this part of my promise
could not be fulfilled. At the same time the atmosphere of
British Headquarters changed towards me and I received orders
to proceed at once as Assistant Kreis Controller in Pless, a district
to which I could not take my wife and which was seething with
revolt.

I was to be placed under the command of an official very
much my junior, and the order was, in any case, a direct breach
of the terms of my contract with the Foreign Office.

I immediately submitted my resignation and within twenty-
four hours had packed up the whole of my furniture and
possessions and was on my way home to England.

I reported at once in Downing Street. Among the officials at
the Foreign Office I received the warmest reception. Later in
the morning I was sent for to appear before Mr. Lloyd George
in Do\yning Street. I was with him for some while, explaining